7 oR 
INEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES 


’ BULLETIN OF THE N.Z. LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 





VOL. VII NO. 2 MARCH 1944 





SECRETARY: DOREEN G. BIBBY COUNTRY LIBRARY SERVICE, PRIVATE 
HON. SECRETARY: G. T. ALLEY BAG, WELLINGTON H : 
HON, EDITOR: G. H. SCHOLEFIELD GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIBRARY, WGTON 





Dr F. P. Keppel 

Library of Congress Catalogue 
Nominations for Office . 
Periodicals for Russia 

Conference and Annual Meeting 
What’s Wrong? Essays 

Library Notes and News 

Binding Cloth ee 

Palmerston North Branch 
Wellington Branch Notes 

Award for Library Assistants 
Canterbury University College Library 
Thefts and Mutilation 

Librarians and Culture 

Japanese Library 

Personal 





DR F. P. KEPPEL 
A LIBRARIAN’S TRIBUTE. 


LIBRARY JOURNALS throughout the world have made glowin 
references to the services of the late Dr. Frederick P. Keppe 
while President of the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 
A representative tribute comes from Dr. W. W. Bishop, for- 
merly Dean of the Library School of Michigan University: 
“His human traits—understanding, sympathy, humour, 
firmness, and keen mind—made him the ideal leader and 
counsellor of young men. Great as these gifts were, they 
were but part of the vast activities of the Corporation in the 
service of mankind. What the Carnegie Corporation under 
Keppel’s leadership has meant to pure research, to adult edu- 
cation, to the greater appreciation of the fine arts, to inter- 
national and Secsvaclak understanding, is only equalled by 
its sympathetic and kindly interest in the growth and better- 
ment of librarianship. And _in all of this one felt the human 
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and understanding man behind the Corporation's actions, a 
man dealing with great issues with entire informality and 
with a complete absence of pomp and circumstance. It is 
given to few men to make themselves so felt and so beloved. 
We mourn him for himself, even as we rejoice in all he did 
for us and for the cause of libraries and of humanity. Nor 
can anything we say add to his stature—a man whose like we 
shall not see again.” : 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGUE 
FIRST VOLUMES IN NEW ZEALAND. 


THE FIRST 53 voLuMEs of the Library of Congress Catalog 
of Printed Cards have reached the Country Library Service. 
This brings the issue down to GEBSHA. 425 sets are being 
printed, and 380 of these have been subscribed for. The 
publication is really a photographic reproduction of the Con- 
gress cards. Its production is rather an amazing achievement 
considering that America is deeply involved in war. 

It is interesting to note that the British Museum Cata- 
logue of Printed Books, which commenced publication in 
1936, has now reached volume 36, bringing the catalogue 
up to CHIC. 


NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICE 


The Secretary reports that the following nominations have 
been received for offices to be filled at the annual meeting 
in February: 

Vice-presidents: Cr W. ]. Gaudin, Wellington 
C. W. Collins, Christchurch 
Honorary editor: Mrs Dorothy Neal White 


PERIODICALS FOR RUSSIA 
EMBARGO RAISED. 


THE EMBARGO ON the posting of New Zealand periodicals to 
the U.S.S.R. has now been removed. It was imposed in the 
first instance in accordance with the regulations in force in 
Great Britain. 
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It may be mentioned that since Japan came into the war 
there has been a good deal of difficulty in consigning goods 
to Russia. The heavier portion of the international ex- 
change from New Zealand to that country was suspended 
when the war with Japan rendered the route via Vladivostok 
hazardous. 


CONFERENCE AND ANNUAL MEETING 
NO NEW DEVELOPMENTS. 


AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee no new developments were reported bearing on the 
holding of the Conference and the Annual Meeting. The 
postal ballot by 14 to | confirmed the action of the Com- 
mittee, and it was agreed that nothing could be done until 
there was some improvement in the travel situation. _ If per- 
mits can be obtained not later than 16 March it is proposed 
to make arrangements to hold Conference in the week com- 
mencing 16 April. ; 

By 12 votes to 3, Councillors thought that if the restric- 
tions were not lifted for a considerable time, or were only 
partially lifted, arrangements should be made for holding a 
formal Annual Meeting, leaving the question of the Con- 
ference to be decided when conditions permit. If the 
Annual Meeting must be held before the Conference, 14 
favoured holding it in Wellington, and 1 in Wanganui. As 
to the latest date for holding the Annual Meeting, 5 voted . 
for not later than 31 March; 10 (including the above) for 
not later than 13 April; 3 were prepared to wait until the 
end of May, | until the middle of June, and 1 until Sep- 
tember. 

Owing to the indefinite postponement of the Conference, 
the semi-final draft of the programme has been held over. 

Speaking in the House of Representatives on 23 February, 
the Prime Minister said that there were obvious difficulties 
about the holding of conferences, and that all must be 
treated alike. “I qualify that, because it may be necessary 
to call conferences of those engaged in primary and secon- 
dary industries with a view to promoting still greater pro- 
duction and reorganization, probably, of those enga os in 
that production. In that event I would look upon such con- 
ferences as being absolutely essential and entitled to priority. 
They a include farmers and industrial workers, employers 
and employees.” 





WHAT’S WRONG? ESSAYS 


MR NIXON'S REPLY. 


REPLYING TO MR MERCER’S Criticisms in the last issue of New 
Zealand Libraries, Mervyn A. Nixon, winner of the essay 
competition, writes: 


“No one who has written an essay criticising librarians, and at the 
same time won a prize for it can himself hope to avoid criticism. I 
was expecting some pretty vigorous denunciation of my views of lib- 

ary service, both from offended librarians and disappointed competi- 

tors; but I was unprepared for the peevishness of Mr Mercer, whose 
myopic attempt to see sin where there was none was published in the 
last issue under the heading of “A Crop of Inaccuracies.” 

This lusty crop consisted of three alleged inaccuracies. The first, the 
question of direct van service, turns out to be a hair-splitting attempt 
to create misunderstanding. As an amateur who has during the past 
six years been country librarian, teacher-librarian to a large school, 
and committee man, I do not need to be reminded of the excellent 
services provided by the C.L.S. The omission of any reference to the 
details of C.L.S. service, when such reference was unnecessary, does 
not constitute an inaccuracy. 

The second accusation, that of using incorrect figures, is another 
distortion. At the time I wrote the essay, the 1943 figures were not 
available. In any case, the new figures only strengthen my argument 
that, judged from official reports and statistics, New Zealand has 
built up in the past few years “an imposing facade of library service.” 

I should like to be assured that the third inaccuracy of which I am 
accused is really an inaccuracy. If it is, I cheerfully apologise to all 
who have tried to encourage the use of interloan by notice, poster or 
any other device. My statement was based on the fact, firstly that 
I have not seen any of these posters in a number of libraries I have 
visited; and secondly, that so few people seem ever to have heard about 
interloan facilities. Since the interloan system began I have spoken 
on library matters to women’s organisations, Rotary Clubs, gather- 
ings of school teachers and adult education groups; and on almost 
every occasion the whole idea of interloan seemed to come as a sur- 
prise. If Mr Mercer can really prove that interloan is being widely 
encouraged, I shall be very grateful. 

Mr Mercer carefully avoids any discussion of the main thesis of the 
essay, but he does valuable service in mentioning my “howling omis- 
sions” and asking how anyone can make a serious study of New Zea- 
land libraries without discussing junior service, the non-free larger 
city libraries and the library situation in Christchurch. In the first 
place it was impossible to attempt a “serious study” in 2,500 words. 
Even the ordinary M.A. thesis is much more elaborate than that. In 
the second place I was trying to discuss the question of library ser- 
vice for the whole of New Zealand, and I was consequently compelled 
to cut out everything but the bare essentials. Thus the situation in 
Christchurch, though Gilbertian, is not’ representative of library ser- 
vice in New Zealand. The question of free as against non-free lib- 
raries is ably handled in “The Case for Free Library Service,” and 
there was little I could add to that. 

A section on junior service, together with those on the functions of 
special libraries, training for librarians and university libraries, was 
one I had to cut with regret. For the past four years now I have 
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spent a third of my school time and most of my leisure in building up 
a school library and in developing work for children in the Gisborne 
Public Library. During that time our juvenile membership has 
increased by over 200% and we have, in a difficult period, built up a 
reasonably good stock of children’s books. It will be seen that work 
with the children means much to me. But when I came to write about 
the faults of library service in New Zealand I decided that other 
things came first. When all is said and done the responsibility for 
directing children’s reading and training them in using the library 
is essentially a teacher’s job, and the librarian can only assist. To 
have blamed the libraries for not supplying junior services when they 
had so much to do in their own field would have been indeed “beating 
the air. 

There was, however, one point on which Mr Mercer need not have 
felt alarmed. When I issued my call to the “giants of the service” no 
reference to Mr Mercer was expressed or implied.” 


Mr W. L. Robertson, of the Country Library Service, 
writes: 


“The vigorous give and take of controversy is an excellent thing, 
and the more of it in the bulletin the better. Deliberate rudeness, how- 
ever, such as that which disfigured Mr Mercer’s letter in your last 
issue, is out of place in any public forum. And sneering remarks, in 
the form of would-be-clever but actually remarkably silly phrases 
(What are we to make, for example, of “the jaundiced glow of the 
Wellington Branch’s talent torch”?) get us precisely nowhere. 

“Mind you, I don’t object for a moment to Mr Mercer, or anyone 
else, criticizing the prize winners of the Wellington Branch competi- 
tion; nor, I am sure, would the prize winners themselves. But there 
are adult ways of doing such things. Criticism should be dignified and 
objective, with loftier purposes than the waspish wounding of honest 
opponents. I imagine that most of us will give our assent to this 
proposition. I commend it to Mr Mercer for his consideration.” 





“ It would be tragic if the concept of adult education were 
to be too narrow, and interpreted as a series of formal 
courses with set books, rigid syllabuses and examinations.” 
says Cape Libraries (May 1943). “ What is most wanted is 
some way of enlightening the per wag individual about the 


world ‘and social conditions in which he lives, about his cul- 
tural heritage of art, music and literature, about practical 
subjects that may give zest to a limited or stereotyped way 
of living. Radio, the film, the formal lecture and travellin 
dramatic companies—all this would have little effect if it is 
addressed to individuals in isolation rather than to groups 
that can discuss and argue among themselves and can use 
the stimulus from without as the jumping-off place for new 
discoveries of their own.” 
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LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


THE INDEX TO Vol. VI of New Zealand Libraries is despatched 
with this issue. Members will note that the volume now 
corresponds with the calendar year, the January-February 
issue being Vol. VII, No. 1. 


The Librarian of the Department of Industries and Com- 
merce has issued a microfilm list of- periodicals, books and 
official publications in that library. It comprises 10 pages. 


The Library Association Record (Sep. ory 3 contains one 
and a-half columns of extracts from a Setter om Mr E. J. 
Bell, F.L.A., Christchurch, to W. C. Berwick Sayers. This 
includes a budget of interesting notes from the library world 
of New Zealand. 

At the January meeting of the Central Executive Com- 
mittee it was reported that the balance in the Association’s 
general fund was £749 and in the Carnegie fund £2,485. In 
addition there is a balance of Carnegie funds not yet trans- 
mitted from America. 


The Library Association of Victoria at its annual meeting 
urged the Federal Government to facilitate and simplify the 
import of books from Great Britain and the United States, 
and to make paper available for printing books in Australia. 
It called attention to the fact that in Russia there was a great 
increase in the provision of books on science, engineering, 
economics, art, literature and politics. 


A correspondent in the Library Association Record con- 
tends that the only way to touch the conscience of the school 
library reader on the subject of book losses is to exaggerate 
the losses to such an extent that they feel urged to do some- 
thing. A modest list of losses fails completely to impress the 
young mind, but if the list is big enough, it horrifies them 
into action. ‘‘ Our usual losses are in the region of 30. When 
I —— the figure to 100 we find them all but three 
or four. 


The Patriotic Board did not consider favourably a request 
of the Auckland University College for a grant for textbooks 
to enable men in camp to continue their studies. The Col- 
lege decided, however, to allow extramural students in camp 
to borrow two books at a time through the postal service. 


Twenty a were reported to have been received 
eginning of February for admission to the 
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be dealt with according to the rules, applicants being asked 
to furnish certificates from librarians of their length of ser- 
vice and number of hours worked in a week. 


The Timaru Girls’ High School has intimated its inten- 
tion of participating in the interloan scheme. 
‘Fines money at Auckland University College library, 
which had mounted up to £72, will be used to buy expensive 
books of interest to more than one department, or books 
outside the curriculum. 


About two-thirds of the premises of the National Central 
Library in Malet Street, London, was destroyed by enemy 
action on 16 and 17 April 1941. The total number of books 
lost was 104,349, including the Adult Class Department and 
Information Department (with the exception of the Union 
Catalogue, which had been removed). The Early English 
Texts, the ‘Rolls Series and Calendars of State Papers were 
destroyed. ; 


A full-time organizer has been appointed by the Society 
of Book Distribution in South Africa as a step in re-organiz- 
ing the rural library services of Cape Province. The organ- 
izer is Mr F. du Plessis, who was for four years on the staff 
of the Library of Parliament in Cape Town. 


A committee, of which Professor H. Belshaw is chairman, 
has made recommendations for the establishment of com- 
munity centres in New Zealand as an important aspect of 

st-war adult education. The outlook of the report regard- 
ing library service is rather vague. Libraries are mentioned 
as one of the activities of community centres, and it is sug- 
por that the organization should establish the necessary 
inks with the officers of the library service and of the gov- 
ernment recreational service. 


The total amount represented by books recommended by 
the Book Resources Committee for import during 1943 was 

14,168, as compared with £9,386 in 1942. Adult fiction to 
the value of £483 was included in the recommendations for 
November-December 1943. 


The union catalogues of the National Central Library in 
London contain 1,891,623 entries; that of the London Public 
Libraries 1,544,000; the catalogues in Wales, 747,976, and 
the one in Scotland 57,791—a grand total of four and a- 
quarter million entries. The great union catalogue at Wash- 
ington—now actually in a safer spot—has 12,000,000 titles, 
not far short of 1,000,000 having been added in 1941-42. 

The Tunbridge Wells Youth Council has decided to ask 
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the Town Council for representation on the Library Com- 
mittee. The Librarian (Aug. 1943) suggests that it would 
be interesting to see a committee composed not of town 
councillors but of members having special interest in or 
qualifications to run a library. 


BINDING CLOTH 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION SUPPLIES. 


LIBRARIANS ARE ADVISED that limited supplies of binding 
are available to institutional members of the Association, on 
application to the Secretary. Samples of the cloth will be 
supplied on request. The materials available are— 


Buckram: 38in. wide. 3s. 6d. a yard, carriage forward. Colours: 
Scarlet, light olive green, bright royal blue, wine, ivory, light mus- 
tard. A maximum of 174 yards of any one colour and a total of two 
rolls is available for the main city and university libraries, and lesser 
amounts will be supplied to smaller libraries. 


Oxford Book Cloth: 36in. wide. 2s. 9d. a yard, carriage forward. 
Colours: Scarlet, dull greenish-blue. No more than 30 yards of one 
colour will be supplied to any library, though as the supplies available 
are very limited the amount supplied will depend largely on the 
requests received. 


PALMERSTON NORTH 
PROPOSED BRANCH OF N.Z.L.A. 


A MEETING of members of the Association in and around 
Palmerston North was held on 23 February to discuss the 
formation of a local branch of the New Zealand Library 
Association. The following resolution was passed unani- 
mously: 


“That this meeting of 18 members of the N.Z.L.A. re- 
quests that Council approve of the formation of a 
branch of the N.Z.L.A., to be known as the Palmerston 
North branch, covering the area within the radius of 
fifty miles of Palmerston North. 


The officers elected by the proposed branch are: 

Chairman, H. Greenw (Palmerston North Public 
Library); Hon. Secretary-treasurer, Miss J. Blyth (Public 
Library); Committee, A. G. A. Baigent (Feilding Agricul- 
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tural High School), Miss ]. Swinbourn eg College), 
Misses G. Roberts and P. Thorburn (Public gy Miss 
E. Turner (Girls’ High School); Hon. Auditor, J. P. Mc- 
Davitt, A.I.A.N.Z. (City Council). 


Meetings of the branch will be held on the third Wednes- 
day of each month, with the exception of December and 
January. 


WELLINGTON BRANCH 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


The annual meeting of the Wellington Branch was held at the 
Central Library on 25 January, the main business being discussion 
of various reports and motions, including the reports of the Interim 
Planning Committee set up by the Association, the personal report of 
the Chairman of the Branch (Mr W. L. Robertson) which urged that 
more interest be taken in Branch matters by senior librarians and 
members of the library committee of the City Council, as well as by 
younger members, and a set of motions brought forward by Capt. 
Dunningham, all aiming at more facilities being given to the Branches 
~ — committee reports and other matters that came before 

ouncil. 

Motions were carried suggesting that minutes of the Central Execu- 
tive committee and of the Council be printed in the Bulletin in the 
issue following the meeting, and that reports of standing committees 
should be duplicated and distributed or printed in summary form in 
New Zealand Libraries. 

The report of the Interim Planning Committee was endorsed after 
a brief discussion on the amount of expenditure per head for library 
purposes suggested in the report. 

Senior librarians were defended, as being busy people, with many 
interests outside their library work. One of them put forward the 
suggestion that juniors might be happier if sometimes their chiefs 
= not present. On this point the juniors preserved a complete 
silence. 

The election of office-bearers resulted as follows:—Chairman, C. S. 
Perry; hon. secretary, Miss A. Woodhouse; committee, Misses Har- 
vey, Denton, Campbell and Wright and Mr W. S. Wauchop. 


AWARD FOR LIBRARY ASSISTANTS 
THE CANTERBURY CASE. 


THE PARTIES to the application for an award to govern the 
salaries and conditions of librarians and assistants in Canter- 
bury came to a complete agreement before the Conciliation 
Council. The matter was submitted on 14 February to the 
Arbitration Court, which reserved its decision. 


The terms agreed upon in the Conciliation Council provide for a 
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40-hour week with a maximum of eight hours in any day; overtime 
at time and a half for two hours and double thereafter, with a mini- 
mum of 1s. 6d. an hour; Sunday duties at double rates in addition to 
ordinary salary; two weeks’ annual holiday on full pay. The proposed 
minimum salaries are: for librarian with first year’s experience and 
eligible for membership of N.Z.L.A. £130; second year £143; third year 
£156; thereafter, £169. For assistants the scale is £52 for the first six 
months, rising to £104 in the third year, and to £169 in the eighth year. 
Both librarians and assistants gaining the general certificates of the 
N.Z.L.A. are to receive £15 a year extra. 

The proposed award will affect the employees of five local bodies, 
not latin Christchurch and Timaru. 


CANTERBURY U.C. LIBRARY 


INCREASE IN STAFF. 


THE CANTERBURY University College Council is calling for 
applications for four new positions on the staff of the library. 
hey are— 


Assistant Librarian, commencing salary £225—£250 (ac- 
cording to qualifications). 


Cataloguer, commencing salary £200—£250 (according to 


qualifications). 


Two Junior Assistants, commencing at {80—£125 (accord- 
ing to qualifications). 


In each case the salary is plus cost of living bonus. 


The minimum education requirement is of course Uni- 
versity Entrance standard. 


THEFTS AND MUTILATION 
CONVICTIONS AT DUNEDIN AND WELLINGTON. 


There have been several convictions during the month of persons 
found guilty of offences against library property. 

At Dunedin a chemist was fined £5 and'costs for mutilating a maga- 
zine in the Public Library. After being under suspicion for a while 
he was caught in the act, but the court accepted his plea that this 
was his first offence. 

Patricia Zita Weggery, a 38-year old clerk in Wellington, pleaded 
guilty to stealing 70 books from the Public Library, 26 from South’s 
and 108 from Whitcombe and Tombs, of a total value of £50. Some 
of them she had sold to a man for £20. Counsel said that since an 
illness four years ago she had never left her home except to go to 
her work, and she read 10 to 12 books a week. The fact that she 
had accumulated so many books showed that she was a bibliomaniac. 
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The magistrate refused to accept that in extenuation and admitted 
her to 18 months probation. 

Erwin Gerhard Bernfeld, a draughtsman aged 53, admiited stealing 
two books value at £5 7s 6d from Whitcombe and Tombs, Wellington, 
and that he had taken four previously. He had £128 17s in his 
possession. He was fined £10 and ordered to return the books. 


LIBRARIANS AND CULTURE 
WHAT BERWICK SAYERS SAYS. 


MR W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, in the Library World (July 1943) 
insists that both men and women in the library service 
should not believe that the higher culture is beyond them. 
He says: 

“I am certain that real culture comes from the home into 
which the student is born and the milieu in which he lives. 
No man can possibly be educated in any complete manner 
in the first 21 years of his life; certainly none has the com- 
plete education that the librarian requires. Where on earth 
can there be a better place for the making of a man of parts, 
of culture if you like, with all its literary and human con- 
tacts, than the library? I am assured that there are ple 
who can work in libraries without ever reading a veal baek 
or having a real conversation with an educated man or 
woman, but to me it is merely a ludicrously incredible situa- 
tion. The real librarian is for ever at school or university. 
Otherwise he is merely not a librarian.” 


A JAPANESE LIBRARY 


When the Japanese residents of the United States were in- 
Francisco. They were in a state of bewilderment and con- 
centrated on a race track at Tanforan, a few miles from San 
Francisco. They were i na state of bewilderment and con- 
fusion, and some immediately a to think of a library. 
Led by Japanese students from Mills College, they were able 


within a fortnight to — the first building, with just 65 


volumes. It grew so rapidly and was so widely used that when 
Tanforan was abandoned as an evacuation centre the library 
contained nearly 6,000 volumes, all presented by individuals 
and institutions. Great interest was shown in current events 
and social problems, and the most popular title was Berlin 
Diary. No ks printed in Japanese were permitted, except 
Bibles, hymnals and dictionaries. Even dictionaries were 
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questionable at times. When Japanese literature was pro- 
hibited the first generation Japanese (known as Issei) were 
orphans as far as books were concerned. They enrolled, 
however, in Americanization classes and were then intro- 
duced to the library, since their only text book was the 
primer or the graded readers. 


PERSONAL 


Owing to his departure on active service, Professor J. 
Rutherford resigned from the library committee of Auck- 


land University College. He was replaced by Professor An- 
derson. 


Mr H. Minn having been appointed to a post in Australia, 
his position as assistant in the compilation of the Union List 
of Serials has been filled by the appointment of Miss B. 
Gosden. 


Miss Margaret Webster, who recently returned from ser- 
vice in the Middle East, has resigned from the staff of the 
General Assembly Library and is leaving for Australia, where 
she is shortly to + married. 


D. J. Watkins-Pitchford, who was awarded the English 
Library Association Carnegie medal for 1942, has been an 
assistant master at Rugby School since 1929. He studied 


painting under Sir William Rothenstein and, under the 
pseudonym “ B.B.”’ published a number of books on country 
and noe | topics. The Little Grey Men, which won him 


his present honour, is a children’s book, charmingly written 
and illustrated by himself. 


Miss Althea Warren, head of the great Los Angeles Public 
Library, became President of the American Library Associa- 
tion in July. In handing over the duties, Mr K. D. Metcalf 
said: “I can say without shame that it has been a relief to 
me to be the first A.L.A. President who has kept his health 
during his year of office and was still able to lay down his 


responsibilities without presiding over an annual confer- 
ence.” 


Miss D. Good and Miss M. Baker, both of the Wellington 
Public Library, have passed part II of the N.Z.L.A. children’s 
librarians’ certificate. 


The sympathy of New Zealand librarians will be extended 
to Mrs W. itaker, Librarian of the Levin Public Library, 
in the death of her husband, which occurred on 11 March. 
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